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“A comprehensive, coherent, and continuous system of assessment 
provides mutually complementary views of student learning, ensures 
that assessment within each cycle is focused on the same ultimate 
goal (achievement of standards) and pushes instruction and learning 
in a common direction.” 
(Herman, 2010).

Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee. (2015). English 
Language Arts/English Language  Development Framework  for California Public 
Schools. California Department of Education.

“A comprehensive assessment program is an integral component of 
an instructional program. It provides students with frequent feedback 
on their performance, teachers with diagnostic tools for gauging 
students’ depth of understanding of mathematical concepts and 
skills, parents with information about their children’s performance in 
the context of program goals, and administrators with a means for 
measuring student achievement. Assessment should also be a major 
component of the learning process. As students help identify goals for 
lessons or investigations, they gain greater awareness of what they 
need to learn and how they will demonstrate that learning. Engaging 
students in this kind of goal setting can help them reflect on their work, 
understand the standards to which they are held accountable, and 
take ownership of their Learning.”

Mathematics Framework for California 
Public Schools:Kindergarten Through Grade Twelve.
 (2015 edition). California Department of Education.
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Assessment refers to varied methods and/or tools that are used to 

evaluate/certify, measure, monitor, observe, and document learning progress, 

academic readiness, skill acquisition, or educational needs of students. 

Assessment plays a key role in our data-driven decision making and is an 

important part of the whole child data picture. Different types of assessment 

enable us to answer key questions around student learning, such as:

● What do students know? What do they not yet know?

● Where are students struggling? Why?

● What should I teach next? What should I adjust in future lessons?

● Which students need an intervention? 

● Which intervention matches the need?

● Does retained learning meet district and state expectations?

● Does our curriculum have gaps between learning expectations and 

assessment?

● What are the common types of assessment? What do they each help us 

understand about student learning and needs? This chart shows the types 

of assessments that make up a comprehensive assessment system.

https://www.illuminateed.com/blog/2020/08/what-is-data-driven-decision-making/
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Standards - Aligned Assessments
Formative -  a process used by teachers and students during instruction. It 

creates feedback and reveals needed adjustments for ongoing teaching and 

learning in order to increase students’ achievement of intended instructional 

outcomes.

Interim -  intended to measure students’ standards proficiency. They’re 

typically administered periodically or seasonally (e.g., fall, winter, spring).

Summative Assessment - the process of evaluating or certifying learning 

at the end of a specific period of instruction. These are often  used to 

measure growth or change in student learning.

Skills - Based Assessments
Universal Screeners - the process of gathering data about all the 

students in a class, grade, school, or district in order to identify which 

students need additional assistance to meet learning goals. 

Diagnostic - the process of using multiple measures and reports to identify 

what a student does or does not know in relation to specific learning goals in 

order to guide academic curricular and instructional decisions.

Progress Monitoring  -  a  standardized process of evaluating

progress toward a performance target, based on rates of

 improvement from frequent assessment of a specific skill.

 



What is it?
Core Growth is a web-based assessment system to measure and report  
school readiness (Kindergarten Screening Tool, or KST), and assess 
progress of TK students over the course of the year (Full Year Inventory, or 
FYI).  The measures reflect social emotional learning as well as academic 
goals from the Preschool Learning Foundations and the California 
Common Core State Standards.

Why do we use it?
In response to the developmental needs of young learners, assessments 
for TK students should be a mix of formal and informal, authentic and 
strength-based (TK Implementation Guide).  Teachers can use this 
information to plan appropriate curriculum and instructional strategies 
with the interests of the learner in mind.

How do we administer it?
Using both formal and informal ongoing observational data, record results 
for each student in the system.  To assess students accurately, teachers 
can observe and assess in a variety of contexts and offer multiple options 
for students to demonstrate competence.  

-Go to www.coregrowth.org
-Click on Log In, drop down and select “Kern”
-Input Username and Password
-Follow directions in the Core Growth Handbook to 
access students

Data and Next Steps
Data is used as it is collected to make instructional decisions. 
See Core Growth Handbook for accessing reports.
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http://www.coregrowth.org
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16UPkC6XOqE6xs3hgB-URLCjvBrjDsKowC6l_R3FQwDc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16UPkC6XOqE6xs3hgB-URLCjvBrjDsKowC6l_R3FQwDc/edit?usp=sharing


How do we administer it?
Using both formal and informal ongoing observational data, record results for 
each student in the system.  To assess students accurately, teachers can 
observe and assess in a variety of contexts and offer multiple options for 
students to demonstrate competence.  

-Go to www.coregrowth.org
-Click on Log In, drop down and select “Kern”
-Input Username and Password
-Follow directions in the Core Growth Handbook to access students

Data and Next Steps

What is it?
Core Growth is a web-based assessment system to measure and 
report  kinder readiness (Kindergarten Screening Tool, or KST), and 
assess progress of TK students over the course of the year (Full Year 
Inventory, or FYI).  The measures reflect social emotional learning as 
well as academic goals from the Preschool Learning Foundations and 
the California Common Core State Standards.

Why do we use it?
In response to the developmental needs of young learners, 
assessments for TK students should be a mix of formal and informal, 
authentic and strength-based (TK Implementation Guide).  Teachers 
can use this information to plan appropriate curriculum and 
instructional strategies with the interests of the learner in mind.
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What is it?
The BAS is a comprehensive literacy  assessment system used to 
determine a the instructional reading level of individual students as 
well as document and monitor student  progress through ono-on-one 
assessment conferences. Optional subtests also provide information 
on foundational reading skills. 

Why do we use it?
● Determine the instructional reading levels
● Form initial guided reading groups
● Identify students who need additional support
● Identify precise strengths and needs of each reader
● Notice trends for whole-group instruction
● Monitor and report student progress
● Assess and reflect on teaching outcomes
● Align student placement and instruction during guided reading

http://www.coregrowth.org


How do we administer it?
The BAS is administered one-on-one and consists of recording oral 
reading behaviors on a running record and assessing comprehension 
through conversation.

Kinder: Test Forward

Start with foundational  skills subtests and continue to determine the 
edge of students’ knowledge (ZPD).

1st and 2nd Grade: Test Backwards

Start with a running record assessment.  Students are unable to meet 
the given threshold (see Literacy Assessment Guide), use optional 
assessments to diagnose  missing skills that may be preventing 
students from reading on grade level.  

3rd-8th Grades: Test Backwards

Use the STAR Reading Assessment in accordance with the Literacy 
Assessment Guide to determine which students will need to be 
assessed with BAS. Use the running record and/or optional 
assessments to determine strengths and needs. 

Data & Next Steps
Use the classroom report to form guided reading groups
Analyze running records to understand student reading
behavior and choose teaching points.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TbDcxl40Lm001EbyQSYrGcx4Z8M3mZNRiyD70YymIa8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TbDcxl40Lm001EbyQSYrGcx4Z8M3mZNRiyD70YymIa8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1TbDcxl40Lm001EbyQSYrGcx4Z8M3mZNRiyD70YymIa8/edit?usp=sharing


How do we administer it?
Before testing  teacher video
 Setting Monitor Password Resource
 
Before testing student video  ( create new one)  Maybe like this
Accomodations FAQs

Star Reading  Test Administration Manual

Data and Next Steps
After testing video teacher
Accessing reports video 

What is it?
Star Reading and Math are  computer-adaptive tests that measures student achievement on 
reading and math skills. As a student takes the assessment, the software selects items based 
on the student’s responses. If the student answers the item correctly, the software increases 
the difficulty level of the next item. If the student answers incorrectly, the software lowers 
the difficulty level of the next item. By continually adjusting the difficulty of an item to what 
the student has shown she can or cannot do, the assessment is tailored to accurately 
measure each student’s level of achievement. Star Reading consists of 34 items and 
generally takes fewer than 30 minutes for the student to complete the assessment. Star 
Math consists of 34 items and takes approximately 20 -30 minutes for the student to 
complete the assessment.

Why do we use it?
BCSD uses STAR for a universal screener and progress monitoring, STAR assessments are one 
of our multiple measures for monitoring student growth. They provide actionable data which 
can be used to see which students are gaining ground or falling behind, where to focus 
instruction, who may require intervention, and whether instructional strategies and 
interventions are making a difference. STAR assessment data is included as a metric to meet 
annual performance targets in each  site School Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA). 

How do we administer it?
BCSD typically STAR tests students three times per school year and per the assessment 

calendar.  STAR Reading and Math are both taken on the computer and may be given in 

groups, whole  class, or in some cases individually.  STAR Reading and Math  may also be 

taken outside of the assessment windows for progress monitoring as needed and/or when 

students are new to the district. Teachers prepare students to take this assessment 

independently.  

STAR Reading  Test Administration Manual

STAR Math Test Administration Manual

BCSD Teacher video (coming soon)

BCSD Student Video (Coming soon)

Setting Monitor Password Resource

Accomodations FAQs
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https://help2.renaissance.com/prefs/21030
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VK42vC5nXCs
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R00581317DED9FC4.pdf
https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SR/SR_TAM.pdf#search=%22star%20early%20literacy%20test%20administration%20guide%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SR/SR_TAM.pdf#search=%22star%20math%20administration%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SM/SM_TAM.pdf#search=%22star%20math%20administration%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/prefs/21030
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R00581317DED9FC4.pdf
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What is it?
Star Early Literacy is a customized  computerized  reading test that assesses 
aspects of reading readiness. The test is typically  for students  in grades K - 2nd  
(beginning readers who do not yet read independently or need early literacy 
skills assessed)

Why do we use it?
BCSD uses STAR as a universal screener an for progress monitoring. STAR 
assessments are one of our multiple measures for monitoring student growth. 
They provide actionable data which can be used to see which students are 
gaining ground or falling behind, where to focus instruction, who may require 
intervention, and whether instructional strategies and interventions are making 
a difference. STAR assessment data is  often included as a metric to meet 
annual performance targets in each  site School Plan for Student Achievement 

(SPSA). 

How do we administer it?
BCSD typically STAR tests students three times per school year and per the 

assessment calendar.  STAR Early Literacy is taken on the computer and may be 

given in groups, whole  class, or in some cases individually.  STAR Early Literacy   

may also be taken outside of the assessment windows for progress monitoring 

as needed and or when students are new to the district. Teachers prepare 

students to take this assessment independently.  
Star Early Literacy Test Administration Manual

Setting Monitor Password Resource

Accomodations FAQs

Renaissance Animated Student Video 

BCSD Student Video (coming soon)
BCSD Student Video (coming soon)

Data & Next Steps

https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SEL/SEL_TAM.pdf#search=%22star%20early%20literacy%20test%20administration%20guide%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/prefs/21030
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R00581317DED9FC4.pdf
https://resources-zone08.renaissance-go.com/Scripts/video/no-touch/SEL_PTI.mp4
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What is it?
Star Early Literacy , Reading and Math are also available in Spanish. Star Spanish assessments 
have the same  function as the English version and are computer-adaptive tests that 
measures student achievement on reading and math skills. As a student takes the 
assessment, the software selects items based on the student’s responses. If the student 
answers the item correctly, the software increases the difficulty level of the next item. If the 
student answers incorrectly, the software lowers the difficulty level of the next item. By 
continually adjusting the difficulty of an item to what the student has shown she can or 
cannot do, the assessment is tailored to accurately measure each student’s level of 
achievement. Star Early Literacy Spanish consists of 27 items and generally takes fewer than 
15 minutes for the student to complete the assessment. Star Reading Spanish consists of 34 
items and generally takes fewer than 30 minutes for the student to complete the assessment. 
Star Math Spanish consists of 34 items and takes approximately 20–30 minutes for the 
student to complete the assessment.

Why do we use it?
BCSD uses STAR for a universal screener and progress monitoring, STAR assessments are one 
of our multiple measures for monitoring student growth.STAR Spanish may be used for some 
English Language Learners in lieu of the English versions.  STAR Spanish may also be used in 
dual immersion classrooms 

 How do we administer it?
STAR Spanish is administered at the discretion of the teacher and site. BCSD typically STAR 

tests students three times per school year and per the assessment calendar.  STAR Reading 

and Math are both taken on the computer and may be given in groups, whole  class, or in 

some cases individually.  STAR Reading and Math  may also be taken outside of the 

assessment windows for progress monitoring as needed and/or when students are new to 

the district. Teachers prepare students to take this assessment independently. 
STAR Early Literacy Test Administration Manual

STAR Reading Spanish Test Administration Manual    

STAR Math  Spanish Test Administration Manual

BCSD Teacher video (coming soon)

BCSD Student Video (Coming soon)

Setting Monitor Password Resource

Accomodations FAQs   

https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SRS2/SRS_Eng_TAM.pdf#search=%22star%20math%20administration%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SRS2/SRS_Eng_TAM.pdf#search=%22star%20math%20administration%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/US/PDF/SMS/SMS_Eng_TAM.pdf#search=%22star%20spanish%20test%20administration%22
https://help2.renaissance.com/prefs/21030
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R00581317DED9FC4.pdf
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STAR Data & Next Steps

When students have completed STAR, it is important for  teachers to 
look at data to determine next steps.

BCSCD Teacher Key Reports Video (coming soon)

STAR Test Activity Report shows students who have and have not tested 
during a specific date range.

STAR Record Book shows the latest test and can also be used to 
compare different tests

STAR Summary Report summarizes student test results for a specific date 

range. 

STAR Diagnostic Report presents diagnostic and skill information for an 
individual student.

STAR Screening Report  graphs students' placement above and below 
benchmarks based on Star scores.

STAR Growth Report shows growth for a group of students over time, with an 
emphasis on Student Growth Percentile (SGP) and the student's growth 
proficiency category (low/high growth and low/high proficiency).

STAR Parent Report  provides a printable informational 
letter for parents or guardians, and is available in English 
and Spanish.

https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/25041
https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/25071
https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/25040
https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/25018
https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/25034
https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/25020
https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/SGP#window
https://help2.renaissance.com/reports/25027


How do we administer it?
Using both formal and informal ongoing observational data, record results for 
each student in the system.  To assess students accurately, teachers can 
observe and assess in a variety of contexts and offer multiple options for 
students to demonstrate competence.  

-Go to www.coregrowth.org
-Click on Log In, drop down and select “Kern”
-Input Username and Password
-Follow directions in the Core Growth Handbook to access students

Data and Next Steps

What is it?
Core Growth is a web-based assessment system to measure and 
report  kinder readiness (Kindergarten Screening Tool, or KST), and 
assess progress of TK students over the course of the year (Full Year 
Inventory, or FYI).  The measures reflect social emotional learning as 
well as academic goals from the Preschool Learning Foundations and 
the California Common Core State Standards.

Why do we use it?
In response to the developmental needs of young learners, 
assessments for TK students should be a mix of formal and informal, 
authentic and strength-based (TK Implementation Guide).  Teachers 
can use this information to plan appropriate curriculum and 
instructional strategies with the interests of the learner in mind.
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What is it?
SmartyAnts is an adaptive reading program for students in grades 
TK-2nd grade. Smarty Ants is an effective, research-driven solution 
that differentiates instruction in foundational reading skills and 
accelerates student achievement – all in an engaging, interactive, 
online learning environment

Why do we use it?
 BCSD uses Smarty Ants as one way for students to learn foundations 
reading skills independently. Smarty Ants is also used for progress 
monitoring. 

How do we administer it?
Students will automatically be assessed at the beginning of the year and placed 
in the appropriate level. An end of the year assessment will also be pushed out 
automatically during the year end assessment window. 

Data and Next Steps
Teachers can track progress by logging into the teacher 
dashboard to assess progress of a student. Reports are 
aligned to common core standards.

Teacher Video (will update)

http://www.coregrowth.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBrMDcvapEw
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What is it?
Achieve3000® is a supplemental online literacy program that provides 
nonfiction reading content to students in grades preK–12 and focuses on 
building phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, reading comprehension, 
vocabulary, and writing skills.

Why do we use it?
 BCSD uses Achieve 3000 for  progress monitoring to track lexile growth. 
Achieve3000® is designed to help students advance their nonfiction reading 
skills by providing differentiated online instruction. Teachers use the program 
with an entire class but the assignments are tailored to each student's reading 

ability level. 

How do we administer it?
LevelSet is administered once at the beginning of the school year (or the first 

time students log in), at the mid-way point of the school year and again at the 

end of the school year. The assessment displays automatically during the 

assessment window, and students cannot enter the Achieve3000 program until 

it is completed.

Data and Next Steps
Teacher Videos

https://sites.google.com/bcsd.com/edtech-center/edtech/additional-edtech/achieve-3000


What is it?
Next Gen Math is a computer based math resource that  provides limitless Common Core 
resources designed to prepare students for mastery and real world application of the 
mathematical standards.

Why do we use it?
BCSD will use Next Gen math as a formative assessment tool to monitor student progress 
towards grade level mathematical standards. It can also be used at the classroom level as a 
formative assessment using exit tickets, whole class lessons, standards practice and much 
more. Beginning in the Fall of 2021,all students in grades K-8th grades will have access to 
Next Gen Math. Students and teachers will have access to rigorous standards based math 
problems designed to accelerate learning and prepare students for end of the year testing.   
Students in grades 3rd -8th will be taking common core pre  and post assessments on Next 
Gen twice during the 2021-2022 school year as part of the District Assessment Calendar.  
Students in 2nd grade will be be taking a  targeted assessment twice during the 2021-2022 
school year as part of the District Assessment Calendar. 
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How do we administer it?
Next Gen district assessments will be assigned at the district level and will appear in the 

students’ assignment tab.. 

Teacher video ( Coming soon from Next Gen) 

Student video  ( Coming soon from Next Gen) 

Data and Next Steps
Coming Soon



How do we administer it?
It is suggested that students in grades 3rd - 8th complete at least one 
assessment in each content area prior to state testing.  Please refer to 
site administrator for further information. (Detailed Instructions for 
Administration)

Data and Next Steps
Student performance is reported in three categories:
 Above Standard, Near Standard, and Below Standard. 
(How to View Student Data)

Check back for updates
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What is it?
Interim Assessment Blocks (IABs and FIBs ) are fixed form 
assessments in ELA and Math which are part of the Smarter Balanced 
Assessment System. IABs are designed to gauge student progress 
toward proficiency of grade level knowledge and skills.  The IABs are 
short, focused on smaller sets of targets based on domains, and 
therefore provide more detailed information for instructional 
purposes.

Why do we use it?
To give students exposure to test items that are on the same scale as 
the SBAC assessment and include the full array of accessibility 
resources available on the summative assessment. Allows teachers to 
access the test questions and student responses to provide 
information about a students’ strengths or needs in relation to CCSS.

https://ca-toms-help.ets.org/interim-assessments/ia-administration/detailed-instructions/
https://ca-toms-help.ets.org/interim-assessments/ia-administration/detailed-instructions/
https://ca-toms-help.ets.org/interim-assessments/cers/



